
 

  

 

 Issue 208 June 2022 

Upcoming Events and Notices 

This Club Day: 4th June   Next Club Day: 2nd July 

Whareora Hall 10.00am 
What to bring:  

• Your Membership card to show at the door 

• Cash for the produce table, produce for the produce table 

• Library books you have borrowed  

• Bee suit (Club has some for members to use also) 

Directions: From SH1, turn off to Kensington. Turn left onto Mill Road, then right at Whareora 

Road. Keep on this road until it joins Pataua North Road and continue for a few more minutes. 

The hall is on the right. Please do not park on the road, use the paddock adjacent to the Hall 

when the car park is full. 

May Club Day Duty Roster 

Set Up Hall From 9am Muriel & Sue Young 

Set up in Kitchen 9am & Set up Lunch  Muriel & Sue Young 

Wash up Kitchen from Lunch  

Pack up / Clean Hall From 12-30  

 

All these jobs are easy and require very little time and effort, please sign 

up on the roster at Club Day. A big “THANK YOU” for your help. 

 

Monthly Newsletter 

A reminder that WBC has a 

Facebook page open to all 

members. If you click on this LINK, 

you will need to put in your 

membership number and we will 

approve your request. A great 

forum to ask questions and see 

what is going on in other people’s 

hives. 

2022 AGM – June Club Day: 

We have the Annual General Meeting coming up in June. 

Agenda: Welcome; Apologies; Approval of last AGM 

minutes; Finance Report; Reviewer’s Report; President’s 

Report; Election of Officers; General Business. 

June Club Day: 

Patrick of Apiarist Advocate is our 

guest speaker after the AGM.  He will 

be Zooming in from 10-30am 

Apiarist's Advocate May 2022 

 

At the “orange” traffic light there are 

no limits to how many people can 

attend. You do not need to wear a 

face mask, but it is encouraged. 

We will have pizzas for lunch. 

VOLUNTEERS  

NEEDED 

 

 

We need more people on the 

committee and we need 

people to oversee the 

extraction plant. 

Please read notice to 

members on page 4. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/httpswww.whangareibeeclub.co.nz
https://www.apiaristsadvocate.com/_files/ugd/0f980a_96e3fae3791e41a3a157dc86b1656b11.pdf
https://covid19.govt.nz/traffic-lights/life-at-orange/gatherings-and-visits-at-orange/


 

 

  

News from last Club Day 
 

Nick gave a talk on Varroa then we had a demo on how to make your own oxalic acid & 

glycerol pads 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Warre Hive keeping: #3 by club member Morgan Clair 

Now we understand what a Warre hive might look like and how they came about, I would like to delve 
deeper into some of the significant design differences and the pros (and cons?) that these may come 
with. 

We know that the physical dimensions of the Warre box are meant to replicate a hollow tree trunk, 
while the top bars let the bees build their own comb, to better understand what the Warre is trying to 
achieve, we must understand how bees build and behave naturally. 

How bees build and use comb in the wild 

In nature, bees build and use comb following this general pattern: 

• They create comb from the ceiling of a cavity, Warre assumes a hollow tree cavity 
• They initially raise brood at the top of the comb (note: this, too, differs from a Langstroth where 

brood is raised in the lower box) 
• As they continue to build comb that hangs down further into the cavity, brood is raised in the 

lower part of the comb 
• The upper part of the comb is re-purposed to store honey 

Over time this means that the bees raise brood at the bottom of each hanging comb, with honey stored 
above the brood. At the onset of winter, the winter cluster starts consuming honey, working from the 
bottom up.  
 

Warres attempts to mirror natural beehaviour 
 

The Warre design tries to closely mirror and support these natural behaviours of bees. Initially, the box 
is just an empty shell with top bars resting along the top of the box. There are 8 such bars, each resting 
in what Warre called the "rebate". 

Over time the bees will draw their comb from the top bars, down into the box. First creating brood and 
then, as in the wild, the lower parts of the comb will be used for brood and upper parts for food 
storage. 

Generally speaking, the bees will also leave space between the bottom of the comb and the top of the 
next boxes bars, though we know, some girls like joining absolutely everything together. 

While the pros to this method are that the bees live more “naturally” inside the hive, and leave enough 
bee space between boxes, and this all sounds very ideal, there are some cons to consider. 

Starting your bees off in any top bar hive means the girls have a lot of hard work to do before they can 
even start laying eggs or storing any food. Done at the wrong time of year, or with a weak hive, could 
mean they run out of resources and die off or abandon the hive before being able to establish. 

The other con being those girls that want to build comb and propolis everywhere! Not all hives will be 
tidy and especially here in NZ, we must consider our ability to perform hive checks, will the frames be 
easy enough to remove or will it mean destroying half the combs to pull apart? In the spring, I intend to 
experiment a lot with this so hopefully we will get some better answers then. 

Thanks for reading! 

 
AFB checks 

Trevor Clifton is available for AFB checks; he does charge for this service. 

Email: puwerahoney@gmail.com Ph: 4329511 or 0274330155 
 

 

mailto:puwerahoney@gmail.com


 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Hi Members 

 

We are holding our AGM at the start of our next club day - Saturday 4th June. You can find the latest 

financial statements for both The Whangarei Bee Club and Northland Pure Honey on the 

website: https://www.whangareibeeclub.co.nz, in the ‘Members Only’ section. 

 

We have a nomination for Nick Watkins to stand for President, a position which has remained vacant in 

recent months. Whilst a new enthusiastic President will help to maintain the Whangarei Bee Club, it is 

unwise and indeed impractical for the President to also oversee the Northland Pure Honey extraction 

plant. 

 

During Pauls’ term as President this role was undertaken by David Pullen (Vice President), with 

assistance from Heather Rye and Paul Martin. David has retired from the committee, and both Heather 

and Paul while happy to remain on the committee for now, need to reduce commitments. The 

remainder of the existing committee all have their own roles within the club and are unable to take on 

more responsibility than they already have. 

 

We therefore need 1-2 new people to step up to this role. It involves overseeing the extraction plant 

manager, ensuring all R&M is undertaken and/or arranged as required, and keeping an eye on plant 

operations on behalf of the bee club committee. If this sounds like you then please contact Paul 

(0272629566) or Vince (wbccommunication@gmail.com). 

 

Recently we have been unable to find people willing to oversee the extraction plant, which places its 

viability at risk. This is not a situation which can continue, and as such if by the AGM we have not found 

a club member or members who can help with overseeing the extraction plant, then at the AGM there 

will be a discussion on the future viability of Northland Pure Honey and the extraction plant. 

 

We trust that you will all seriously consider the value of the bee club and extraction plant to you and the 

community, and thus consider what you can contribute to this great club. We look forward to seeing you 

at the AGM. We will try to keep the AGM as short as possible, and straight afterwards we will have a 

guest speaker - Patrick Dawkins who is the editor of Apiarists Advocate. He will be talking on all things 

beekeeping and is sure to be full of insights and amusing tales. 

Bayvarol for sale 

The club has some Bayvarol strips 

for sale. Ask at the sales table on 

club day. Stop your bees looking 

like this: 

 

Hives for Sale: 
Stuart Hamilton has 45 hives for sale  
($350 – $400/hive). 
Ph: 021 488 770 stujhamilton@xtra.co.nz 

FRAME CLEANING 

Tai’s Frame Cleaning Service $1.10 per frame.  

For more info contact Tai Pullen 020 415 815 64  

taipullen9@gmail.com 

516 State Highway 1 Otaika Whangārei 

https://www.whangareibeeclub.co.nz/
mailto:wbccommunication@gmail.com
mailto:stujhamilton@xtra.co.nz
mailto:taipullen9@gmail.com
mailto:taipullen9@gmail.com


 

 
 

 

AGM Nominations and Helpers Needed 

• Nick Watkins has been nominated for President 

• We do need nominations for Vice-President.  

• We are also needing more committee members for WBC and for NPH. We are looking 

to disburse the responsibilities, so they are not a burden on any one person.  

• It does not matter what your level of beekeeping expertise, we just need members 

willing to help to continue the club. 

• If you want to help or contribute without being on the committee, please email 

wbccommunication@gmail.com 

• Below is a list of all the current tasks and who is doing them, we really need helpers to 

take some of these jobs 

The committee currently consists of: 

Nick Watkins, Vince Lane, Heather Rye, Paul Martin, Sarah & Pieter Kalis, Mike Poyner, 

Suzie Scourfield. 

WBC - Current task holder 

President: need nomination (Nick Watkins nominated for AGM) 

VP: need nomination 

Secretary: Vincent Lane 

Treasurer: Heather Rye (bookkeeping now to be outsourced) 

Sales Table: Jars, books, varroa treatment etc – Suzie Scourfield 

Membership Person: Heather Rye 

Newsletter: Suzie Scourfield 

Meet & greet: Heather Rye 

Website management: Paul Martin 

Website membership for new members: Sarah Kalis 

ApiNZ contact person: Paul Martin 

Lunch Co-Ordination: Heather Rye 

Audio & video setup: Mike Poyner 

Kitchen Laundry: Ceilia Watkins 

Social media person: Ceilia Watkins 

Hive management: Nick Watkins 

• We need some helpers to take on some of these jobs. Are you a whizz with websites 

and can take on management of our website? Do you love chatting to people on club 

day and want to look after the sales table? Let us know on club day or email: 

wbccommunication@gmail.com 

 

 

A huge THANK YOU to 

Ross Cook for mowing 

the grass around the 

beehives at the hall. 

Your work is much 

appreciated Ross. 

Making your own oxalic acid 

pads? 

Glycerine is available from Wynn Frazer 

in Whangarei. Ask for Alan, they are 

charging around $10 for a litre, a good 

price. 

mailto:wbccommunication@gmail.com
mailto:wbccommunication@gmail.com


 

 

 

Burgeoning back yard beehive keepers 

Former Club President Paul Martin speaks to Jessie 

Mulligan on RNZ  

“Ahead of World Bee Day tomorrow, we talk to 

apiarist Paul Martin about the big increase in 

backyard beehive keepers around Aotearoa. 

He talks to Jesse about why more people are keen to 

keep them and what they should be doing to keep a 

healthy population and reliable honey supply!” 

 

 

Small Hive Beetle – Pilot Project: Biosecurity New 

Zealand has just begun a pilot project with 

beekeepers around New Zealand. 

They are looking for some participants to represent 

the Northland region. We are spreading the word 

about this project with Whangarei Bee Club. 

Beekeepers are only required to place one trap in a 

hive and location of their choice. If members are 

interested, then they just need a residential address 

to post out a surveillance kit. 

• Small hive beetle is not present in New Zealand. 

• The aim of this project is to increase beekeeper 

awareness of SHB, trial this surveillance method, 

and to proactively engage with beekeepers 

across Aotearoa. 

• The project will run for one year, with quarterly 

check-ins with participants via email. We will also 

send participants a brief survey about their 

experience with the project later this year. 

• By taking part in the project, you will be sent a 

SHB surveillance starter pack. The pack includes 

SHB traps, a Bee ID Pest ID Guide, a SHB vinyl 

sticker to place on your hive (with a QR code and 

weblink to our project web page), a trap 

placement instruction sheet, a 0800 Pest & 

Disease Hotline fridge magnet, and a sticker. 

• The MPI SHB project page includes all the 

information on the project too, including how to 

identify and get in touch click here 

This project is led by the Diagnostics & Surveillance 

directorate within MPI. Please address any queries or 

concerns to our team (Richard Hall, Hayley Pragert, 

Ben Phiri, or Sarah Carley) via our monitored email 

address bee.coordinator@mpi.govt.nz. 

Bees, Business, Family and now … the Club 

 

New bee Guy! 

Former Agriculture Minister Nathan Guy will 

take over as the independent chair of Apiculture 

New Zealand (ApiNZ). 

Guy's experience includes 15 years as a 

Member of Parliament and nearly nine years in 

governance as a Minister of the Crown, with five 

years as the Minister for Primary Industries. 

Apiculture NZ says he has built extensive 

networks, including at a government and 

international level, and brings strong 

governance, strategy and business skills to the 

role. Read more here 

Read about our 

current club 

President Nick 

Watkins & wife 

Celia in Apiarists 

Advocate 

 

Study beekeeping for free 

Take advantage of these qualifications being 

fully-funded in 2022.Beekeeping, also known as 

Apiculture, at Otago Polytechnic to immerse 

yourself in the outdoors, and gain a career 

surrounded by bees. Learn how to care for, 

own, breed and maintain bee colonies and hives 

to produce honey. Click on title to find out more. 

https://www.rnz.co.nz/national/programmes/afternoons/audio/2018842601/burgeoning-back-yard-beehive-keepers
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/biosecurity/how-to-find-report-and-prevent-pests-and-diseases/bee-biosecurity/small-hive-beetle-surveillance-project/
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/biosecurity/how-to-find-report-and-prevent-pests-and-diseases/bee-biosecurity/small-hive-beetle-surveillance-project/
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/biosecurity/how-to-find-report-and-prevent-pests-and-diseases/bee-biosecurity/small-hive-beetle-surveillance-project/
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mpi.govt.nz%2Fbiosecurity%2Fplans-for-responding-to-serious-disease-outbreaks%2Fbee-biosecurity%2Fsmall-hive-beetle-surveillance-project%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cgdasilvavilhena%40eit.ac.nz%7C45a7995013944cba075708da226aa588%7C5507f586c8ec440da7428b6b0e077edb%7C0%7C0%7C637860138704512038%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nMXUlqOlRl58DDc5xA3QM6mkXJGQy8VSp8iz2t33JrI%3D&reserved=0
mailto:bee.coordinator@mpi.govt.nz
https://www.apiaristsadvocate.com/post/bees-business-family-and-now-the-club
https://apinz.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dfc9bc102b10a4fca45b59bc8&id=4a5475a73c&e=3a6dc2edaf
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/the-country/news/nathan-guy-new-chair-of-apiculture-new-zealand/4AFC7ZABP5IW3GOYOA2MOS7VVU/
https://www.op.ac.nz/study/beekeeping/


Other News and websites 

to check out 
Honeybees Are Not “In Decline,” But the Beekeeping 

Industry Does Face Challenges 

Study Beekeeping, also known as Apiculture, at 

Otago Polytechnic 

A Precious Gift: The Native Irish Honey Bee 

Millions of bees were dying on a tarmac. Local 

beekeepers ran to help. 

Honeybees join humans as the only known animals 

that can tell the difference between odd and even 

numbers 

Honeybee Populations Could Be Wiped Out 

Worldwide by Wing Virus 

New insecticides to target honey bee enemies 

Rural police officer uses beekeeping skills to make 

community safer 

Bee Engaged: World Bee Day 2022 

  

Thanks to all 

contributors of the 

Newsletter 

Financial Statement 

 

 

Thanks to our sponsors for their support of the Honey Competition at Whangarei Bee Club: 

Beequip     Golden Bay Cement 

Farmlands     PGG  

 

 

Call for contributions 

All you budding writers out there, we are looking 

for contributions to the monthly newsletter. It can 

be a one-off article or an ongoing piece. If you 

have something to add, then please email it to 

wbccommunication@gmail.com 
 

 

 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/stevensavage/2022/04/30/honeybees-are-not-in-decline-but-the-beekeeping-industry-does-face-challenges/?sh=1b72604a657c
https://www.forbes.com/sites/stevensavage/2022/04/30/honeybees-are-not-in-decline-but-the-beekeeping-industry-does-face-challenges/?sh=1b72604a657c
https://www.op.ac.nz/study/beekeeping/
https://www.op.ac.nz/study/beekeeping/
https://unric.org/en/a-precious-gift-the-native-irish-honey-bee/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/2022/05/02/atlanta-beekeepers-honeybees-delta-stranded/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/2022/05/02/atlanta-beekeepers-honeybees-delta-stranded/
https://theconversation.com/honeybees-join-humans-as-the-only-known-animals-that-can-tell-the-difference-between-odd-and-even-numbers-181040
https://theconversation.com/honeybees-join-humans-as-the-only-known-animals-that-can-tell-the-difference-between-odd-and-even-numbers-181040
https://theconversation.com/honeybees-join-humans-as-the-only-known-animals-that-can-tell-the-difference-between-odd-and-even-numbers-181040
https://www.newsweek.com/honeybee-populations-could-wiped-out-worldwide-wing-virus-1708746
https://www.newsweek.com/honeybee-populations-could-wiped-out-worldwide-wing-virus-1708746
https://www.sydney.edu.au/science/news-and-events/unpublished/new-insecticides-to-target-honey-bee-enemies.html
https://www.stuff.co.nz/timaru-herald/news/128404263/rural-police-officer-uses-beekeeping-skills-to-make-community-safer
https://www.stuff.co.nz/timaru-herald/news/128404263/rural-police-officer-uses-beekeeping-skills-to-make-community-safer
https://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/AK2205/S00342/bee-engaged-world-bee-day-2022.htm
https://www.beequip.nz/
https://www.goldenbay.co.nz/
https://www.farmlands.co.nz/
https://www.pggwrightson.co.nz/Products/Product-Category/Horticultural-products/Apiculture-bee-keeping
mailto:wbccommunication@gmail.com

