
 

  

 

 Issue 207 May 2022 

Upcoming Events and Notices 

This Club Day: 7th May   Next Club Day: 4th June (AGM) 

Whareora Hall 10.00am 
What to bring:  

• Your Membership card to show at the door 

• Cash for the produce table, produce for the produce table 

• Library books you have borrowed  

• Bee suit (Club has some for members to use also) 

Directions: From SH1, turn off to Kensington. Turn left onto Mill Road, then right at Whareora 

Road. Keep on this road until it joins Pataua North Road and carry on for a few more minutes. 

The hall is on the right. Please do not park on the road, use the paddock adjacent to the Hall 

when the car park is full. 

May Club Day Duty Roster 

Set Up Hall From 9am  

Set up in Kitchen 9am & Set up Lunch   

Wash up Kitchen from Lunch  

Pack up / Clean Hall From 12-30  

 

All these jobs are easy and require very little time and effort, please sign 

up on the roster at Club Day. A big “THANK YOU” for your help. 

 

Monthly Newsletter 

Guest Speaker for June: 
Patrick of Apiarist Advocate is our guest speaker for 

June after the AGM.  

Apiarist's Advocate April Issue Here 

A reminder that WBC has a 

Facebook page open to all 

members. If you click on this LINK, 

you will need to put in your 

membership number and we will 

approve your request. A great 

forum to ask questions and see 

what is going on in other people’s 

hives. 

2022 AGM – June Club Day: 

We have the Annual General Meeting coming up in 

June. 

Agenda: Welcome; Apologies; Approval of last AGM 

minutes; Finance Report; Reviewer’s Report; 

President’s Report; Election of Officers; General 

Business. 

Nominations/helpers needed – see article on page 4 

May Club Day: 

Talk from Nick Watkins on varroa 

treatment & a demonstration on how to 

make your own glycerine/oxalic acid 

pads to treat varroa. 

There are no longer any mandates that 

apply to the club everyone is free to 

meet at the club day! 

At the “orange” traffic light there are no 

limits to how many people can attend. 

You do not need to wear a face mask, 

but it is encouraged. 

We will have pizzas for lunch. 

https://www.apiaristsadvocate.com/_files/ugd/0f980a_e5aad45aecd24d228abe6a85b524e464.pdf
https://www.apiaristsadvocate.com/_files/ugd/0f980a_e5aad45aecd24d228abe6a85b524e464.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/httpswww.whangareibeeclub.co.nz
https://covid19.govt.nz/traffic-lights/life-at-orange/gatherings-and-visits-at-orange/


 

 

  

News from last Club Day 
Nick Watkins gave a talk on Nosema, what it is and how to prevent it. He also talked to us 

about feeding hives. 

Below are his slides that he shared with us. Thanks, once again Nick for an informative 

session. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

News from last Club Day 
Slides on feeding 

 

 

 

 

 

AFB checks 

Trevor Clifton is available for 

AFB checks; he does charge for 

this service. 

Email: puwerahoney@gmail.com 

Ph: 4329511 or 0274330155 
 

 

mailto:puwerahoney@gmail.com


 
News from last Club Day (continued) 

‘Nic Nac Section’ - use talcum powder gently when amalgamating two hives e.g. putting two weak 

hives together to get through winter (remove one of the queens). The dust disrupts the pheromones 

within the hives and stops disagreements. 

‘Member talk time’ - This included a discussion on (1) control of wasps (use of Vespex and -Hawkeye 

and Dust to Dust (from Farmlands). You can attach Hawkeye to the side of the hive. It is a good option 

for winter wasp control. (2) Doing an AFB check noted that 2 queens had moved hive. (3) How to 

avoid dampness in hives over the winter. It is a more important issue than winter hive temperature up 

here in Northland. 

 

AGM Nominations and Helpers Needed 

• Nick Watkins has been nominated for President 

• We do need nominations for Vice-President.  

• We are also needing more committee members for WBC and for NPH. We are 

looking to disburse the responsibilities, so they are not a burden on any one 

person.  

• It does not matter what your level of beekeeping expertise, we just need members 

willing to help to continue the club. 

• If you want to help or contribute without being on the committee, please email 

wbccommunication@gmail.com 

• Below is a list of all the current tasks and who is doing them, we really need 

helpers to take some of these jobs 

The committee currently consists of: 

Nick Watkins, Vince Lane, Heather Rye, Paul Martin, Sarah & Pieter Kalis, Mike 

Poyner, Suzie Scourfield, Leslie Pocklington & Rodney Heron 

WBC - Current task holder 

President: need nomination (Nick Watkins nominated for AGM) 

VP: need nomination 

Secretary: Vincent Lane 

Treasurer: Heather Rye (bookkeeping now to be outsourced) 

Sales Table: Jars, books, varroa treatment etc – Suzie Scourfield 

Membership Person: Heather Rye 

Newsletter: Suzie Scourfield 

Meet & greet: Heather Rye 

Website management: Paul Martin 

Website membership for new members: Sarah Kalis 

ApiNZ contact person: Paul Martin 

Lunch Co-Ordination: Heather Rye 

Audio & video setup: Mike Poyner 

Kitchen Laundry: Ceilia Watkins 

Social media person: Ceilia Watkins 

Hive management: Nick Watkins 

• We need some helpers to take on some of these jobs. Are you a whizz with websites and 

can take on management of our website? Do you love chatting to people on club day and 

want to look after the sales table? Let us know on club day or email: 

wbccommunication@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:wbccommunication@gmail.com
mailto:wbccommunication@gmail.com


   

A request for citrus honey 

Max is searching for ~10kg of citrus honey, preferably from the 

Northland area. He does not need it to be monofloral but would like a 

noticeable citrus character to it. Do you have some to sell? 

email: max.scase@gmail.com Ph: 02102402174 

 

Sites for Beehives 

John Craig (Tahi, previous guest speaker) is 

downsizing his number of hives and so will have 

several sites available for other beekeepers. The sites 

are at  

• Ophiwa Road (a good honey site for up to 6 hives 

immediately adjacent to a large DOC reserve) 

owner Joseph 021 9777706 

• Tiger Mountain Road (fenced site that has 

consistently produced good honey and is best 

with 4 – 6 hives), owner Ngaire 027 4250249 

• Whareora Road that takes 6-8 hives and is very 

productive, owner John 09 4377034 

All the owners are happy to have hives on the land 

and would like a honey reward. Anyone interested, 

contact the landowners. 

Wax wanted. 

David wants to buy 20 to 

60 kg wax at 10.00 per 

Kg or below. 

Ph: 022 4755155 

Hives for Sale. 
Stuart Hamilton has 45 
hives for sale  
($350 – $400/hive). 
Ph: 021 488 770 
stujhamilton@xtra.co.nz 

 

 

Farmlands Card 

Just a reminder that Whangarei Bee Club is a shareholder at Farmlands, 

so all members get the shareholder discount on all their products - not 

just bee related items. You will need to show your WBC membership card 

and quote our Farmlands Account Number: 610123531 

They currently stock 400mL square jars and lids 

Bayvarol for sale 

The club has some Bayvarol strips for 

sale. Ask at the sales table on club day. 

Stop your bees looking like this: 

 

mailto:max.scase@gmail.com
mailto:stujhamilton@xtra.co.nz


 

  

 

AFB PMP Management Board Vacancy 

The Management Agency Board is seeking to 

appoint one new Board member to work with the 

Board to champion the elimination of AFB and 

provide governance oversight, ensuring delivery of 

value to beekeepers. 

For further information and reference please refer to 

the relevant AFB PMP Governance Policy # 

AFB/22/0/11-012. 

  

To obtain a copy of the job description, contact 

Clifton King by e-mail: manager@afb.org.nz 

  

Applicants will be required to submit a CV along with 

a minimum of three references 

to manager@afb.org.nz or to PO Box 44282, Lower 

Hutt, 5040.    

  

Applications close 5.00 pm on 6 May 2022 

Invasive wasp, the lesser banded hornet, 

found in Auckland for first time 

A new invasive species of wasp has been 

found in St Marys Bay, central Auckland. 

An information flier given to St Marys Bay 

residents this week by Biosecurity New 

Zealand said the non-native pest wasp had 

not been seen in Aotearoa, until now. 

“Biosecurity New Zealand is interested in 

any further sightings of this insect as we 

would like to be sure there are no others in 

the area.” 

Much larger than  

other wasp species, 

 the lesser banded  

hornet grows up to  

3cm long. 

2022 Annual Disease Return, Levy Invoice and 

Colony Return are available on HiveHub. 

2022 Annual Disease Return forms became available 

on HiveHub from Friday 1 April. 

You can login here and click on the Submit 

ADR button on your HiveHub Home page to submit 

your Annual Disease Return. 

The due date for your Annual Disease Return is 1 

June 2022. 

The AFB PMP Consultation Process 

You can find more information on the consultation 

process on the website here. 

Keep up to date with the AFB PMP Consultation: 

To ensure information is available on several digital 

platforms, we have created a Facebook Page for the 

purpose of keeping beekeepers up to date with the 

consultation rounds and feedback. 

You can find the Facebook page here: The 

Management Agency: National American Foulbrood 

Pest Management Plan   

We encourage all beekeepers to have your say - and 

we look forward to engaging with you again over the 

coming months. Your ideas and feedback will help to 

form the changes we propose. 

 

 

 

Delegates can register here: 

 

 

Beekeepers to swarm to Christchurch for Apiculture 

NZ Conference 

Beekeepers, honey producers and others from 

across the apiculture industry will gather at 

Christchurch’s new convention centre on Thursday 

30 June and Friday 1 July for the 2022 Apiculture 

New Zealand Conference and Trade Exhibition. 

https://afb.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=243d2c0e101a57a2d71a67e42&id=b175b9c0e8&e=6c07791661
https://afb.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=243d2c0e101a57a2d71a67e42&id=b175b9c0e8&e=6c07791661
mailto:manager@afb.org.nz?subject=AFB%20PMP%20Management%20Board%20Vacancy
mailto:manager@afb.org.nz
https://www.stuff.co.nz/environment/300571024/invasive-wasp-the-lesser-banded-hornet-found-in-auckland-for-first-time?cid=app-iPhone&fbclid=IwAR1nWzFzB2agvB_hd-SNDe1eluOktiHFjUl6hAdTbrJB0W51Mqo9tyKtM5Y
https://www.stuff.co.nz/environment/300571024/invasive-wasp-the-lesser-banded-hornet-found-in-auckland-for-first-time?cid=app-iPhone&fbclid=IwAR1nWzFzB2agvB_hd-SNDe1eluOktiHFjUl6hAdTbrJB0W51Mqo9tyKtM5Y
https://afb.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=243d2c0e101a57a2d71a67e42&id=454dfaf35c&e=6c07791661
https://afb.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=243d2c0e101a57a2d71a67e42&id=0d5276d8c3&e=a750173634
https://afb.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=243d2c0e101a57a2d71a67e42&id=0d5276d8c3&e=a750173634
https://afb.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=243d2c0e101a57a2d71a67e42&id=c7d977dea7&e=a750173634
https://afb.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=243d2c0e101a57a2d71a67e42&id=c7d977dea7&e=a750173634
https://afb.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=243d2c0e101a57a2d71a67e42&id=c7d977dea7&e=a750173634
https://eventdynamics.eventsair.com/apinz-2022-conference/delegate-registration/Site/Register
https://www.ruralnewsgroup.co.nz/rural-news/rural-general-news/beekeepers-to-swarm-to-christchurch-for-apiculture-nz-conference
https://www.ruralnewsgroup.co.nz/rural-news/rural-general-news/beekeepers-to-swarm-to-christchurch-for-apiculture-nz-conference


Other News and websites 

to check out 
Honey in space - YouTube This is what honey does in 

zero gravity  

Buzz off! New breed of honeybee developed to resist its 

greatest parasite by ejecting infested larvae from its 

colonies 

How do bees make honey? From the hive to the pot 

‘I dream of bees’: one boy’s encounter with a swarm 

in Sicily led to a lifetime’s devotion 

Bee creative: A different kind of thrill in the adventure 

capital 

The World’s Largest Bee and the Cautionary Tale of 

Its Rediscovery 

Beekeeping Starter Kits 

Where would we be without bees? 

These stingless bees make medicinal honey. Some 

call it a ‘miracle liquid.’ 

  

Thanks to all 

contributors of the 

Newsletter 

Financial Statement 

 

 

Thanks to our sponsors for their support of the Honey Competition at Whangarei Bee Club: 

Beequip     Golden Bay Cement 

Farmlands     PGG  

 

 

Call for contributions 

All you budding writers out there, we are looking 

for contributions to the monthly newsletter. It can 

be a one-off article or an ongoing piece. If you 

have something to add, then please email it to 

wbccommunication@gmail.com 
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Say3pUbllSA
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-10695863/New-breed-honey-bee-bred-resist-greatest-parasite.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-10695863/New-breed-honey-bee-bred-resist-greatest-parasite.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-10695863/New-breed-honey-bee-bred-resist-greatest-parasite.html
https://www.livescience.com/how-do-bees-make-honey?fbclid=IwAR0_GOKRIHnWzghNuc9osELJ4f1FJybXOtctOCK5S-IV2UGqEKx8v6QmfVI
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/apr/14/sicilian-black-bees-one-boys-encounter-swarm-sicily-lifetime-devotion-aoe?fbclid=IwAR3-dJHGtWCgCZsapWG_GwCP3RkFFztgZJEls9xkVvitRnYL1jIu3qkHw3Q
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/apr/14/sicilian-black-bees-one-boys-encounter-swarm-sicily-lifetime-devotion-aoe?fbclid=IwAR3-dJHGtWCgCZsapWG_GwCP3RkFFztgZJEls9xkVvitRnYL1jIu3qkHw3Q
https://www.stuff.co.nz/travel/destinations/nz/central-otago-lakes/300558863/bee-creative-a-different-kind-of-thrill-in-the-adventure-capital?fbclid=IwAR1T5UbHE1uN2s-YP-q1bGks2NlIw0Wg30ZT8pTDdgLR8i9qs_onu2ujwAE
https://www.stuff.co.nz/travel/destinations/nz/central-otago-lakes/300558863/bee-creative-a-different-kind-of-thrill-in-the-adventure-capital?fbclid=IwAR1T5UbHE1uN2s-YP-q1bGks2NlIw0Wg30ZT8pTDdgLR8i9qs_onu2ujwAE
https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/worlds-largest-bee?fbclid=IwAR2aVtAip0ek4mP5No_jD5jDL8VdO7t-BpWoE93tJCooYDa2aAlL4dfS0hA
https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/worlds-largest-bee?fbclid=IwAR2aVtAip0ek4mP5No_jD5jDL8VdO7t-BpWoE93tJCooYDa2aAlL4dfS0hA
https://beequip.nz/collections/beginner-packages
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/brand-insight/where-would-we-be-without-bees/XNLQXGG2VP7NBHBF6M7NZZQFPQ/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/article/stingless-bees-honey-helping-peruvian-amazon
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/article/stingless-bees-honey-helping-peruvian-amazon
https://www.beequip.nz/
https://www.goldenbay.co.nz/
https://www.farmlands.co.nz/
https://www.pggwrightson.co.nz/Products/Product-Category/Horticultural-products/Apiculture-bee-keeping
mailto:wbccommunication@gmail.com

