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Upcoming Events and Notices 

This Club Day: 4th November     Next Club Day: 2nd 

December 

Whareora Hall 10.00am 
What to bring:  

• Your Membership card to show at the door 

• Cash for the produce table, produce for the produce table 

• Library books you have borrowed  

• Bee suit (Club has some for members to use also) 

Directions: From SH1, turn off to Kensington. Turn left onto Mill Road, then right at Whareora 

Road. Keep on this road until it joins Pataua North Road and continue for a few more minutes. 

The hall is on the right. Please do not park on the road, use the paddock adjacent to the Hall 

when the car park is full. 

Club Day Duty Roster 

Set Up Hall From 9am David & Sharron 

Set up in Kitchen 9am & Set up Lunch  Sue & Lorna 

Wash up Kitchen from Lunch Emma Karin 

Pack up / Clean Hall From 12-30 Andrew Steiner 

 

All these jobs are easy and require very little time and effort, please sign 

up on the roster at Club Day. A big “THANK YOU” for your help. 

Bee at Club Day to WIN!! 

Each Club Day we will be holding a prize draw for members to enter. The prize will 

be an empty hive consisting of: 

Hive base, full depth box with 10 frames, hive mat and lid.  

Rules: To enter, you MUST be present at club day. 

We are also selling to members hive kitsets  (no lids) for $50 or box with 10 frames 

$30 
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FRAME CLEANING 

Tai’s Frame Cleaning Service $1.50 

per frame.  

For more info contact Tai Pullen 020 

415 815 64  

taipullen9@gmail.com 

516 State Highway 1 Otaika 

Whangārei 

Video -Varroa Mites Are a 

Honeybee's 8-Legged Nightmare 

Researchers abuzz over mānuka honey 

differences 

Zapping honey into a vapour to break down its 

molecular structure seems to support the 

argument that New Zealand’s mānuka honey is much 

different from its neighbour across the Tasman, writes 

Tim Cronshaw. 

A scientific study could fan the embers of a 

smouldering New Zealand versus Australia debate for 

the right to use the mānuka honey name. 

Honey producers lost their latest battle in May against 

Aussie beekeepers to trademark mānuka after a 

ruling by the Intellectual Property Office of New 

Zealand. 

But the debate continues to roll on, Kiwi producers 

arguing honey from nectar found in the mānuka 

species, Leptospermum scoparium, in New Zealand 

is very different from honey from the nectar of the 

diverse species of Leptospermum in Australia. 

AFB Recognition Course and Refresher 

Our Club President, Nick Watkins will be 

running an AFB Recognition Course and 

refresher on the 11th of November at Barge 

Park Showgrounds.  

Please follow this link to register  

Any questions contact Nick on 02102981621 

or the AFB management agency on 0800 232 

767 

WDC Animals Bylaw 2017 

WDC is now providing a link to our 

website on their animal Bylaw page. 

 

They have updated their website with a 

link to ours, if you would like to check it 

out at Keeping animals - Whangarei 

District Council (wdc.govt.nz) under the 

section “Keeping bees in urban areas” 

Bee Club Treasurer Needed 

Natasha has regrettably decided to stand 

down in her position as Treasurer. So we are 

looking for a club member to take on this role. 

Morgan is a hero and is willing become 

a temporary Treasurer until we can find 

someone for the role. 

Please think about putting your name forward 

at club day or email: 

wbccommunication@gmail.com 

 

MATTERSVILLE LIVE BEE PRICELIST 

Overwintered Queens SOLD OUT$74.75 ($65+GST) 

Spring Queens Available from November $57.50 

($50+GST) 

Nucleus Colonies  $200 ($173.92+GST) 

Available from November (Enquire for Volume Discount) 

Single Storey Hive $375 ($326.09+GST) 

Floor/Base, Full Depth Box with 10 frames, Top Feeder, 

Hive Mat, Galv. Lid (Available from November) 

Enquire for Volume Discount 

We do have a wait list so book in soon. 

Contact: Nick – 02102981621 or Ceilia - 02102627283 

Email: Mattersville@outlook.com 
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Beekeepers battling varroa mite count the 

cost of failed eradication and call for industry 

exit strategy 

Search warrants have been issued as part of the 

federal government's investigation into the 

suspected illegal importation of live bees infected 

with varroa mite, as the industry works out what's 

next in learning to live with the deadly pest. Click 

on the title to read more. 

Bee expert Dr Cooper Schouten on the deadly 

parasite varroa mite 

After 15 months Australia has abandoned its 

efforts to eradicate varroa mite, but what does a 

transition to management mean for the 

beekeeping industry? 

Dr Cooper Schouten from Southern Cross 

University's Bees for Sustainable Livelihoods 

research group has spent years working with 

beekeepers in Fiji and Papua New Guinea to 

monitor and manage varroa mite.  

He says that Australian beekeepers can expect 

their costs to increase as much as 30 per cent 

forcing thousands of hobby and semi-commercial 

operators out of the industry. Click on the title to 

hear his interview. 

ApiNZ Conference 2023 videos online 

Videos of the main speaking sessions from the 

2023 Apiculture New Zealand Conference and 

Trade Exhibition held in Rotorua in June 

are available to view on the ApiNZ website here. 

Honey bee pest and disease annual reports 

available 

 

Biosecurity NZ's Surveillance publication is now 

available online. The latest issue has a number of 

annual reports including two of particular interest 

to the apiculture industry:  

American foulbrood annual report. 

Honey bee exotic pest and disease surveillance 

annual report 

 

Beekeeping: how to handle honey bee 

pests and diseases 

For any hobby or professional beekeeper 

there are a plethora of known pests and 

diseases that affect honey bees, including 

Varroa. 

Fifty years ago there were few such 

pathogens, but today bees and bee products 

are shipped internationally on a large scale, 

which has enabled diseases to spread. 

Dr Robert Owen has been a beekeeper for 20 

years and did his PhD on the Varroa bee mite. 

He talks with Kathryn Ryan. 

 

Women behind the lens: the female beekeepers 

who hold ‘the keys to a better world’ 

This group of women are the first female beekeepers 

in their town. Their work began in 2018 after they 

arrived at the Ximenes settlement, in the municipality 

of Barreiros in Pernambuco state in north-eastern 

Brazil. They had been displaced from their homes 

because of the expansion of the Suape port area 

farther north. 

Surplus honey stored in sheds, warehouses 

around the country after production surged 

amid a 'gold rush' 

New Zealand’s high value honey market is 

looking to recalibrate after a “gold rush” boom 

when production surged to a record as producers 

struggled to keep up with demand, then plunged, 

with barrels of surplus honey now sitting in sheds 

and warehouses around the country. 
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Other News and websites 

to check out 
Sustainable biocontrol’s trial underway in food industry 

Timaru-based honey producer acquires part of Ngai 

Tahu's Oha Honey 

Backyard beekeepers stop producing honey as varroa 

mites, and the outbreak response, destroys 

hives (Australia) 

Ngāi Tahu winds down troubled North Island Oha Honey 

business 

Timaru-based honey producer acquires part of Ngāi 

Tahu’s Oha Honey 

Taupo's Huka Honey Hive bee dub stung by vandals 

Bees swarming in Auckland suburbia are completely 

'natural', says beekeeper 

Bees can now get their hives renovated — and it could 

save their lives 

Beekeeping Today Podcast 

The beekeepers riding out the storm 

Viral warfare against a pathogen that devastates bee 

colonies has scientists abuzz 

Honey Bee Facts 

 

 

Thanks to all 

contributors of the 

Newsletter 

Financial Statement 

 

 

Thanks to our sponsors for their support of the Honey Competition at Whangarei Bee Club: 

Beequip  Golden Bay Cement  NZBeeswax  PGG 

Farmlands  Mattersville   Ecrotek 

 

 

Call for contributions 

All you budding writers out there, we are looking 

for contributions to the monthly newsletter. It can 

be a one-off article or an ongoing piece. If you 

have something to add, then please email it to 

wbccommunication@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.miragenews.com/sustainable-biocontrols-trial-underway-in-food-1105393/
https://www.stuff.co.nz/timaru-herald/133083061/timarubased-honey-producer-acquires-part-of-ngi-tahus-oha-honey
https://www.stuff.co.nz/timaru-herald/133083061/timarubased-honey-producer-acquires-part-of-ngi-tahus-oha-honey
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2023-10-09/prediction-varroa-mite-could-lead-to-exodus-of-amateur-beekeeper/102905442
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2023-10-09/prediction-varroa-mite-could-lead-to-exodus-of-amateur-beekeeper/102905442
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2023-10-09/prediction-varroa-mite-could-lead-to-exodus-of-amateur-beekeeper/102905442
https://www.thepost.co.nz/a/business/350085843/ngai-tahu-winds-down-troubled-north-island-oha-honey-business
https://www.thepost.co.nz/a/business/350085843/ngai-tahu-winds-down-troubled-north-island-oha-honey-business
https://www.stuff.co.nz/timaru-herald/133083061/timarubased-honey-producer-acquires-part-of-ngi-tahus-oha-honey
https://www.stuff.co.nz/timaru-herald/133083061/timarubased-honey-producer-acquires-part-of-ngi-tahus-oha-honey
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/waikato-news/news/taupos-huka-honey-hive-bee-dub-stung-by-vandals/WO5Y737J75EQVLANYJJWHUIM2Y/
https://www.newshub.co.nz/home/new-zealand/2023/10/bees-swarming-in-auckland-suburbia-are-completely-natural-says-beekeeper.html
https://www.newshub.co.nz/home/new-zealand/2023/10/bees-swarming-in-auckland-suburbia-are-completely-natural-says-beekeeper.html
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/kitchener-waterloo/protectabee-honeybee-hive-entrance-silver-medal-protect-bees-1.6999000
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/kitchener-waterloo/protectabee-honeybee-hive-entrance-silver-medal-protect-bees-1.6999000
https://www.beekeepingtodaypodcast.com/
https://www.waikatotimes.co.nz/a/rural/350085198/beekeepers-riding-out-storm
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/the-listener/life/viral-warfare-against-a-pathogen-that-devastates-bee-colonies-has-scientists-abuzz/DI5JYTL3INCQVLMMJJSKB74MBU/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/the-listener/life/viral-warfare-against-a-pathogen-that-devastates-bee-colonies-has-scientists-abuzz/DI5JYTL3INCQVLMMJJSKB74MBU/
https://www.buzzaboutbees.net/honey-bee-facts.html
https://www.beequip.nz/
https://www.goldenbay.co.nz/
https://beeswax.co.nz/
https://www.pggwrightson.co.nz/Products/Product-Category/Horticultural-products/Apiculture-bee-keeping
https://www.farmlands.co.nz/
https://mattersville.co.nz/
https://www.ecrotek.co.nz/
mailto:wbccommunication@gmail.com

