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Upcoming Events and Notices 

This Club Day: 7th October    Next Club Day: 4th November 

Whareora Hall 10.00am 
What to bring:  

• Your Membership card to show at the door 

• Cash for the produce table, produce for the produce table 

• Library books you have borrowed  

• Bee suit (Club has some for members to use also) 

Directions: From SH1, turn off to Kensington. Turn left onto Mill Road, then right at Whareora 

Road. Keep on this road until it joins Pataua North Road and continue for a few more minutes. 

The hall is on the right. Please do not park on the road, use the paddock adjacent to the Hall 

when the car park is full. 

Club Day Duty Roster 

Set Up Hall From 9am Francoise 

Set up in Kitchen 9am & Set up Lunch  Sue & Lorna 

Wash up Kitchen from Lunch Kieran 

Pack up / Clean Hall From 12-30 George 

 

All these jobs are easy and require very little time and effort, please sign 

up on the roster at Club Day. A big “THANK YOU” for your help. 

Kiwi Crew Report Back 

from Apimondia 

 

Apiarist’s Advocate 

October 2023 

Bee at Club Day to WIN!! 

Each Club Day we will be holding a prize 

draw for members to enter. The prize will be 

an empty hive consisting of: 

Hive base, full depth box with 10 frames, hive 

mat and lid.  

Rules: To enter, you MUST be present at club 

day. 

We are also selling to members hive kitsets  

(no lids) for $50 or box with 10 frames $30 

Winner of last month’s prize draw was Rex 

Alden. 

 

October Club Day 

This club day will be "Bit of Basics" 

and  

"Smokers - Fuel, Lighting and Safety" 

 

 

 

Monthly Newsletter 

Issue: 223 October 2023 

Many thanks to Brett Smith for taking 

over the updating of the WBC Website. 

He has updated the list of Swarm 

Collectors and members able to do 

AFB Inspections. If you would like your 

name added to these lists then email: 

wbccommunication@gmail.com 

 

https://www.apiaristsadvocate.com/post/kiwi-crew-report-back-from-apimondia
https://www.apiaristsadvocate.com/post/kiwi-crew-report-back-from-apimondia
https://www.apiaristsadvocate.com/_files/ugd/0f980a_696047d8d4414e1299987dff72eaf578.pdf
https://www.apiaristsadvocate.com/_files/ugd/0f980a_696047d8d4414e1299987dff72eaf578.pdf
mailto:wbccommunication@gmail.com


 

 

  

News from last Club Day 
Club Day Summary 2 September 2023 

Nick gave a comprehensive summary of what to do to your hives with Spring here (see slides below) 

• Varroa treatments are needed now that brood numbers are increasing rapidly. Make sure you follow the 

directions on the packet. It’s a good idea to rotate treatments chemically i.e. rotate the active ingredients to 

try and lessen the possibility of resistance to any particular chemical group. 

• Carry out AFB checks when working with your hives. 

• Feed your hives if necessary. Three frames of honey are needed. Feed sugar (syrup at 1:1 simulates a 

nectar flow) and pollen supplements (if needed). 

• Cut grass and remove weeds from around the hive entrance. 

• Unite queenless / weak hives. 

• Swarming season is here – have extra supers ready. Bee numbers can build quickly, beyond the current 

hive setup. If you have 8 full frames of bees (80% of the available space), then add a super.   

• Do regular checks (every 10 – 14 days) to gauge hive strength and remove swarm cells. 

 

The club’s apiary has had an AFB notification, this means AFB has been found within 2km of the club 

hives.  

 

Discussion of other brood diseases. 

• Sac brood – viral infection 

• Chalk brood – fungal infection 

• Half-Moon Syndrome – not a disease but a disorder caused by poor nutrition during the early life of the 

queen. Symptoms/warning signs are multiple eggs glued together, scattered drone brood within an area of 

worker brood. 

• Parasitic Mite Syndrome (Varroa)  

• European Foul Brood (not in NZ yet) 

 

Members talk time: 

• Varroa mite counts – less than 5 mites is low for a 300-bee sample  

• Rotate out old brood frames/honey frames. Replacing 2 frames per year is good practice i.e. 5-year rotation 

of all frames 

• Bees make wax if the temperature is more than 18C.  

• Look at taking off your mouse guards by mid-October, depending on where your apiary is located. Check 

for an indication e.g. congestion at the hive entrance. 

 

Bulletins: 

• 8 new visitors today, Nick and Heather gave a demonstration of what makes a hive. 

• Jonathan Long (AP2) is running an apiculture training course, this is free, details have been sent to 

members.  

• Check ApiNZ website for upcoming AFB courses if you require training. 

• Mike Hosken has an apiary site available – contact Nick if interested. 

• Bayvarol strips are available from Nick at $10 per packet (4 strips per packet). 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 
 

 

 

Extraction Plant Manager 

Northland Pure Honey Limited (owned by 

Whangarei Bee Club) is looking for a self-

managing person to run their honey 

Extraction Plant in Morningside for the 

current honey season (November 2023 to 

April 2024). It would suit an independent 

contractor, preferably with some 

manufacturing experience, a forklift licence 

and computer literacy. Please contact 

Morgan our previous Plant Manager for 

details on the running of the Plant: 

mailto:morgan.clair@hotmail.com 

 

Bee Club Treasurer Needed 

Natasha has regrettably decided to stand down in 

her position as Treasurer. So we are looking for a 

club member to take on this role. Morgan is a hero 

and is willing become a temporary Treasurer until 

we can find someone for the role. 

Please think about putting your name forward at 

club day or email: 

wbccommunication@gmail.com 

FRAME CLEANING 

Tai’s Frame Cleaning Service $1.50 per 

frame.  

For more info contact Tai Pullen 020 415 

815 64  

taipullen9@gmail.com 

516 State Highway 1 Otaika Whangārei 

ApiNZ Conference 2023 videos now online 

Videos of the main speaking sessions from the 2023 Apiculture 

New Zealand Conference and Trade Exhibition held in Rotorua 

in June are now available to view on the ApiNZ website here. 

Level 3 Apiculture Course 

The most comprehensive explanation of the course is on the Land 

based Training website - link 

It runs through what the course entails, expectations, costs, and has an 

FAQ section. 

The course is free!! What's more, you get 3 free books and a beehive!! 

It's a real bargain, and a fantastic opportunity for anyone getting into 

beekeeping. Jonathon Long one of our Bee Club Members is the tutor. 

The course may have already started so get in quick. 

Jonny's email is jonathan.long.nz@gmail.com 

MATTERSVILLE LIVE BEE PRICELIST 

Overwintered Queens SOLD OUT$74.75 ($65+GST) 

Spring Queens Available from November $57.50 

($50+GST) 

Nucleus Colonies  $200 ($173.92+GST) 

Available from November (Enquire for Volume Discount) 

Single Storey Hive $375 ($326.09+GST) 

Floor/Base, Full Depth Box with 10 frames, Top Feeder, 

Hive Mat, Galv. Lid (Available from November) 

Enquire for Volume Discount 

We do have a wait list so book in soon. 

Contact: Nick – 02102981621 or Ceilia - 02102627283 

Email: Mattersville@outlook.com 

The September 2023 edition of the Apiculture NZ 

Honey Market Report shows the revenue from 

honey exports has fallen more sharply in the past 12 

months than in 2021-22. Read report here 

 

The US and China remain New Zealand’s two largest 

markets by volume but revenue from both has fallen 

more than elsewhere. 

 

Meanwhile, the impact of domestic inflation has seen 

NZ retail honey prices increase 10% in the past year. 

mailto:wbccommunication@gmail.com
mailto:taipullen9@gmail.com
mailto:taipullen9@gmail.com
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__apinz.us3.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3Ddfc9bc102b10a4fca45b59bc8-26id-3Dd4822427bf-26e-3D3a6dc2edaf&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=CQ_D_x6Or9OOLCr2VMgfPTVDDPqpco-rZuMtOj0lycFSawLrsTAKmdZk9omBJKUL&m=XHRW4Kt9AfPQnjwhnSx5jhaylHKFRPcCIc7IbXZ6GjSKIVImwxlJITQEbt7MhFaS&s=VxcjAQQ_Jlwkrb-wrd-g0UGcopiMOt0y-dVcKk1QejE&e=
https://landbasedtraining.co.nz/course/apiculture-l3/
mailto:jonathan.long.nz@gmail.com
mailto:Mattersville@outlook.com
The%20September%202023%20edition%20of%20the%20Apiculture%20NZ%20Honey%20Market%20Report%20shows%20the%20revenue%20from%20honey%20exports%20has%20fallen%20more%20sharply%20in%20the%20past%2012%20months%20than%20in%202021-22.


Other News and websites 

to check out 
Hive Alive Newsletter 

Beekeepers shift to suppress spread of deadly parasite 

Australia has officially given up on eradication the varroa 

mite. Now what? 

Learning to live with it 

Taranaki honey company lands multimillion dollar 

Kerikeri backyard beekeepers making strides amidst 

turbulent honey market 

Dr Rod Carr Speaking at the Climate Change and 

Business Conference 2023 

What I Wish I Knew Before I started Keeping Bees | All 

My Beginner Beekeeping Mistakes 

Honeybees’ foraging choices for nectar and pollen 

revealed by DNA metabarcoding 

‘They’re like family’: honeybees and businesses 

destroyed as varroa mite spreads in NSW 

10 Incredible Honeybee Facts 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to all 

contributors of the 

Newsletter 

Financial Statement 

 

 

Thanks to our sponsors for their support of the Honey Competition at Whangarei Bee Club: 

Beequip  Golden Bay Cement  NZBeeswax  PGG 

Farmlands  Mattersville   Ecrotek 

 

 

Call for contributions 

All you budding writers out there, we are looking 

for contributions to the monthly newsletter. It can 

be a one-off article or an ongoing piece. If you 

have something to add, then please email it to 

wbccommunication@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 
 

https://mailchi.mp/f76fe0618325/did-you-miss-our-recent-webinar-on-hivealive-15632153?e=627662bf16
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__apinz.us3.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3Ddfc9bc102b10a4fca45b59bc8-26id-3Dfe4159a31e-26e-3D3a6dc2edaf&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=CQ_D_x6Or9OOLCr2VMgfPTVDDPqpco-rZuMtOj0lycFSawLrsTAKmdZk9omBJKUL&m=XHRW4Kt9AfPQnjwhnSx5jhaylHKFRPcCIc7IbXZ6GjSKIVImwxlJITQEbt7MhFaS&s=E108MqfKe6Dwxl1RzRYxv6qSfN0XCOzlZvCGM9vROCk&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__apinz.us3.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3Ddfc9bc102b10a4fca45b59bc8-26id-3Daec1ad0eed-26e-3D3a6dc2edaf&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=CQ_D_x6Or9OOLCr2VMgfPTVDDPqpco-rZuMtOj0lycFSawLrsTAKmdZk9omBJKUL&m=XHRW4Kt9AfPQnjwhnSx5jhaylHKFRPcCIc7IbXZ6GjSKIVImwxlJITQEbt7MhFaS&s=g6d8q0YkZhcdAEMdsHN4THKuo2HztFB6Lv7kzC7pcik&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__apinz.us3.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3Ddfc9bc102b10a4fca45b59bc8-26id-3Daec1ad0eed-26e-3D3a6dc2edaf&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=CQ_D_x6Or9OOLCr2VMgfPTVDDPqpco-rZuMtOj0lycFSawLrsTAKmdZk9omBJKUL&m=XHRW4Kt9AfPQnjwhnSx5jhaylHKFRPcCIc7IbXZ6GjSKIVImwxlJITQEbt7MhFaS&s=g6d8q0YkZhcdAEMdsHN4THKuo2HztFB6Lv7kzC7pcik&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__apinz.us3.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3Ddfc9bc102b10a4fca45b59bc8-26id-3D4318f8ef88-26e-3D3a6dc2edaf&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=CQ_D_x6Or9OOLCr2VMgfPTVDDPqpco-rZuMtOj0lycFSawLrsTAKmdZk9omBJKUL&m=XHRW4Kt9AfPQnjwhnSx5jhaylHKFRPcCIc7IbXZ6GjSKIVImwxlJITQEbt7MhFaS&s=jXYxfF4h3thLMSa_s1SQ812XcY49rZ98VOru1uHrB8g&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__apinz.us3.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3Ddfc9bc102b10a4fca45b59bc8-26id-3D6f4383f337-26e-3D3a6dc2edaf&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=CQ_D_x6Or9OOLCr2VMgfPTVDDPqpco-rZuMtOj0lycFSawLrsTAKmdZk9omBJKUL&m=azv-SsQDRFmSh1f-nH1qnug4K_lHolaAfNJirYA3HMiZFoFyv6Mu1d1wwhW0lUnV&s=oweGAOQp8IxR4XazL6yCoxYoGM7TMoU2UgMaIdFDIc0&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__apinz.us3.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3Ddfc9bc102b10a4fca45b59bc8-26id-3D986f8b4f74-26e-3D3a6dc2edaf&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=CQ_D_x6Or9OOLCr2VMgfPTVDDPqpco-rZuMtOj0lycFSawLrsTAKmdZk9omBJKUL&m=azv-SsQDRFmSh1f-nH1qnug4K_lHolaAfNJirYA3HMiZFoFyv6Mu1d1wwhW0lUnV&s=Peybi4bmtDgskLOH-6gn8IBNpX4rDw6i7FewfK6jv94&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__apinz.us3.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3Ddfc9bc102b10a4fca45b59bc8-26id-3D986f8b4f74-26e-3D3a6dc2edaf&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=CQ_D_x6Or9OOLCr2VMgfPTVDDPqpco-rZuMtOj0lycFSawLrsTAKmdZk9omBJKUL&m=azv-SsQDRFmSh1f-nH1qnug4K_lHolaAfNJirYA3HMiZFoFyv6Mu1d1wwhW0lUnV&s=Peybi4bmtDgskLOH-6gn8IBNpX4rDw6i7FewfK6jv94&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__apinz.us3.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3Ddfc9bc102b10a4fca45b59bc8-26id-3D4b873e3e2f-26e-3D3a6dc2edaf&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=CQ_D_x6Or9OOLCr2VMgfPTVDDPqpco-rZuMtOj0lycFSawLrsTAKmdZk9omBJKUL&m=azv-SsQDRFmSh1f-nH1qnug4K_lHolaAfNJirYA3HMiZFoFyv6Mu1d1wwhW0lUnV&s=elu52n1E0j_Tdy5V1hbh7Sg0y28Ah6Xvs7pV0emps9U&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__apinz.us3.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3Ddfc9bc102b10a4fca45b59bc8-26id-3D4b873e3e2f-26e-3D3a6dc2edaf&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=CQ_D_x6Or9OOLCr2VMgfPTVDDPqpco-rZuMtOj0lycFSawLrsTAKmdZk9omBJKUL&m=azv-SsQDRFmSh1f-nH1qnug4K_lHolaAfNJirYA3HMiZFoFyv6Mu1d1wwhW0lUnV&s=elu52n1E0j_Tdy5V1hbh7Sg0y28Ah6Xvs7pV0emps9U&e=
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yKUJ2fx14Y0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yKUJ2fx14Y0
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-023-42102-4
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-023-42102-4
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2023/sep/08/theyre-like-family-honeybees-and-businesses-destroyed-as-varroa-mite-spreads-in-nsw
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2023/sep/08/theyre-like-family-honeybees-and-businesses-destroyed-as-varroa-mite-spreads-in-nsw
https://a-z-animals.com/blog/incredible-honeybee-facts/
https://www.beequip.nz/
https://www.goldenbay.co.nz/
https://beeswax.co.nz/
https://www.pggwrightson.co.nz/Products/Product-Category/Horticultural-products/Apiculture-bee-keeping
https://www.farmlands.co.nz/
https://mattersville.co.nz/
https://www.ecrotek.co.nz/
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