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Upcoming Events and Notices 

This Club Day: 1st Feb     Next Club Day: 1st March 

Whareora Hall 10.00am 
What to bring:  

• Your Membership card to show at the door 

• Cash for the produce table, produce for the produce table 

• Library books you have borrowed  

• Bee suit (Club has some for members to use also) 

Directions: From SH1, turn off to Kensington. Turn left onto Mill Road, then right at Whareora 

Road. Keep on this road until it joins Pataua North Road and continue for a few more minutes. 

The hall is on the right. Please do not park on the road, use the paddock adjacent to the Hall 

when the car park is full. 

Hive ware for sale 

The Club has unused full depth and ¾ boxes with 

unwaxed frames for sale to members. 

$30 for full depth 

$25 for ¾ 

See committee members on club day if interested. 
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Presentation followed by 

checking on the hives. 

 
Club Day Duty Roster 

Set Up Hall From 9am  

Set up in Kitchen 9am & Set up Lunch   

Wash up Kitchen from Lunch  

Pack up / Clean Hall From 12-30  

 

All these jobs are easy and require very little time and effort, please sign up on 

the roster at Club Day. A big “THANK YOU” for your help. 

 

 

 



  
News from last Club Day 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

Looking for a place for your hives? 

We have five acres at Takahiwai near 

Ruakaka.  We are wondering if any of your 

members would like to put hives on the land.  It 

borders a stand of native bush which includes 

kanuka and manuka.  The grass is allowed to 

grow long and has flowers as the sheep do not 

graze it all out.  We don’t spray with chemicals. 

My contact is this email or 021 134 5317 

Kind regards, 

Lynda Harris 

 

Tutin management time 

Tutin is a potent neurotoxin found in a 

honeydew produced by the passion vine 

hopper (Scolypopa australis), an insect that 

lives on tutu as well as many other woody 

stemmed plants. 

 

Often under dry summer conditions with low 

nectar flows bees will collect toxic honeydew 

that has been secreted by the passion vine 

hopper feeding on tutu bushes. This toxic 

honeydew can contaminate your honey and 

make it unsaleable and, worst case, it could 

poison consumers. This is why it is very 

important to work within the tutin in honey 

standards set by MPI.  

For further information, click here. 

FRAME CLEANING 

Tai’s Frame Cleaning Service $1.50 per 

frame.  

For more info contact Tai Pullen 020 415 

815 64  

taipullen9@gmail.com 

516 State Highway 1 Otaika Whangārei 

Beekeepers burn hives as infectious disease 

spreads through Dannevirke 

There's fears hobbyist beekeepers are 

threatening the industry as a highly infectious 

beehive disease continues to spread through 

the Tararua town of Dannevirke. 

American foulbrood, commonly known as AFB, 

has led beekeepers in the region to burn their 

hives. 

The fatal disease is caused by the spore-

forming bacterium Paenibacillus larvae. 

 

Thousands of honeybees equipped with tiny 

QR codes by Penn State scientists 

STATE COLLEGE (KDKA) - Researchers at Penn 

State came up with a small but mighty way to 

learn honeybees' hive secrets. 

Scientists glued teeny tiny QR codes, that are 

smaller than a pinky nail, to the backs of young 

bees to figure out how much time the pollinators 

spend buzzing outside their hives, collecting pollen 

and nectar. They also wanted to try to track 

the bees' travel habits. 

"This summer we marked over 32,000 bees," said 

Robyn Underwood, a co-author on the paper and 

Penn State Extension educator in apiculture. 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__apinz.us3.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3Ddfc9bc102b10a4fca45b59bc8-26id-3D510a1b327a-26e-3D3a6dc2edaf&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=CQ_D_x6Or9OOLCr2VMgfPTVDDPqpco-rZuMtOj0lycFSawLrsTAKmdZk9omBJKUL&m=C8Xi4P7VDReObgivRkz2UJ8OFKgt0gYmdGnboriJUYoK8B28tylsND51ZTAVTjbN&s=PTHrprhvsFT4CItrDmQUgXEeu4Ee1KzP6qBZ2w-KYCo&e=
mailto:taipullen9@gmail.com
mailto:taipullen9@gmail.com
https://www.1news.co.nz/2024/12/14/beekeepers-burn-hives-as-infectious-disease-spreads-through-dannevirke/
https://www.1news.co.nz/2024/12/14/beekeepers-burn-hives-as-infectious-disease-spreads-through-dannevirke/
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/penn-state-bee-research-study-qr-codes/
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/penn-state-bee-research-study-qr-codes/
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/new-bee-species-found-pennsylvania/
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/penn-state-bee-tracker-study/
https://www.cbsnews.com/boston/news/bees-colony-collapse-disorder/


Other News and websites 

to check out 

Report picks up honey's sour notes 

Drought decimates honey production, forcing 

beekeepers to handfeed - ABC News 

Beekeeper mourns millions of bees killed in 

mountain fire - LA Times 

Disaster response "Bee Platoon" deployed to 

help beekeepers after LA fires 

5 delicious native honeys to try this summer 

Honeybee dancing reveals hive health 

Pollination keeping beekeepers afloat 

Nestle sells NZ's Egmont Honey 

Beekeepers halt honey awards over ‘huge fraud’ 

in global supply chain 

MPI drops allegations of fraud against 

Gloriavale honey company after liquidation 

 

Thanks to all 

contributors of the 

Newsletter 

Financial Statement 

 

 

Thanks to our sponsors for their support of the Honey Competition at Whangarei Bee Club: 

Beequip  Golden Bay Cement  NZBeeswax  PGG 

Farmlands  Mattersville   Ecrotek 

 

 

Call for contributions 

All you budding writers out there, we are looking 

for contributions to the monthly newsletter. It can 

be a one-off article or an ongoing piece. If you 

have something to add, then please email it to 

wbccommunication@gmail.com 
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