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Upcoming Events and Notices 

This Club Day: 3rd May   Next Club Day: 7th June 

Whareora Hall 10.00am 
What to bring:  

• Your Membership card to show at the door 

• Cash for the produce table, produce for the produce table 

• Library books you have borrowed  

• Bee suit (Club has some for members to use also) 

Directions: From SH1, turn off to Kensington. Turn left onto Mill Road, then right at Whareora 

Road. Keep on this road until it joins Pataua North Road and continue for a few more minutes. 

The hall is on the right. Please do not park on the road. 

May Club Day 

This month we have our AGM (see below for agenda) 

and our Honey Competition. Tips for preparing honey 

for a competition were in last month’s newsletter. You 

can use previous years’ honey. 

Registration for the honey competition closes at 9.30am 

and the AGM starts at 10.00 am 
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Club Day Duty Roster 

Set Up Hall From 9am Volunteers needed 

Set up in Kitchen 9am & Set up Lunch  Lorna 

Wash up Kitchen from Lunch Volunteers needed 

Pack up / Clean Hall From 12-30 Volunteers needed 

 

All these jobs are easy and require very little time and effort, please sign up 

on the roster at Club Day. A big “THANK YOU” for your help. 

 

 

WBC AGM Agenda 3rd May 2025 

Welcome.  

Apologies.  

Approval of last AGM minutes.  

Finance Report.  

Reviewer’s Report.  

President’s Report.  

Election of Officers.  

General Business.  

Apiarist’s Advocate 

Website link 

April Magazine 

 

https://www.apiaristsadvocate.com/
https://www.apiaristsadvocate.com/_files/ugd/0f980a_6c4c545a6dc04871aa88f5d79da847cb.pdf


 

  

News from last Club Day 
 

 

 

Dany Vendt has Nucs for 

sale $175 + GST 

vendt@xtra.co.nz  

New Zealand's first beekeeper 

A new book sheds light on a little-known historical figure. 

Mary Bumby brought European honeybees to New Zealand in 1838 and became our very first 

beekeeper. 

Doing so was no mean feat: a six-month voyage by sea, carrying two hives of live bees on her 

journey from England to Hokianga.  

With access to Mary's own diary entries and historic records, Auckland novelist JM Laird has 

retold Mary's journey, and even uncovered some traditional beekeeping methods lost to time. 

Click on title to read more. 

 

FRAME CLEANING 

Tai’s Frame Cleaning Service $1.50 per frame.  

For more info contact Tai Pullen 020 415 815 

64  

taipullen9@gmail.com 

516 State Highway 1 Otaika Whangārei  

mailto:vendt@xtra.co.nz
https://www.rnz.co.nz/national/programmes/nights/audio/2018982407/new-zealand-s-first-beekeeper
mailto:taipullen9@gmail.com
mailto:taipullen9@gmail.com


 

 
 
 

 

Inspector absence puts bee population 

'under threat' 

Northern Ireland's honeybees are "under threat" 

due to the absence of a bee inspectorate since 

last year, according to the chair of Ulster 

Beekeepers Association (UBKA). 

The bee inspector is responsible for supporting 

bee health and addresses diseases such as 

American foulbrood (AFB) and European 

foulbrood (EFB) which affect honey bees. 

Click on title to read more. 

 

NEW ZEALAND BEEKEEPER JOURNAL 

The New Zealand Beekeeper journal is New 

Zealand’s go-to online publication for all things 

beekeeping and honey-related.  Published 

quarterly online by Apiculture New Zealand, 

articles cover a wide range of topics of interest to 

hobbyist and commercial beekeepers as well as 

others involved in the apiculture industry. 

The journal is available in both an interactive 

flipbook version and downloadable pdf. Scroll 

down to start reading. 

Any beekeeper or reader with an interest in bees 

can subscribe to The New Zealand 

BeeKeeper for free via the button below. 

Subscribe for free 

Manuka honey business on US tariff 

announcement 

President Trump announced a raft of new tariffs 

from 10 to 50 percent. Imports from Aotearoa 

face a blanket 10 percent tariff. Last year 

Aotearoa sent 9 billion dollars’ worth of goods to 

the US. New Zealand Manuka honey business, 

Egmont Honey exports to some massive US 

grocery chains. Founder James Annabell spoke 

to Lisa Owen. 

Click on title to hear interview. 

 

Season struggle for beekeepers 

Lower summer weather temperatures, 

drought conditions in some areas, and honey 

prices still struggling have left many Nelson 

beekeepers grappling with unexpected 

challenges. In response to these difficulties, 

Waimea Weekly reached out to local 

beekeepers to see how these factors have 

affected honey production and what the 

future holds for those who depend on the 

industry. 

Click on title to read more. 

Mānuka honey glut over, but trade wars 

could be sour for beekeepers 

Aotearoa beekeepers are hoping a global 

mānuka honey glut is finally over, even as 

international markets become more volatile. 

Weak honey prices and oversupply of the 

premium product led to high-profile business 

closures around the country in the last few 

years, including the recent collapse of Manuka 

Bioscience backed by rich lister Wayne Wright. 

But tides could be turning. This month, 

Taranaki honey producer and exporter Egmont 

Honey was acquired by Chinese investment 

company Huatai Securities. Owner James 

Annabell said the sale showed global 

confidence in the the mānuka honey market. 

Click on title to read more. 

https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cx2vrpl04xgo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cx2vrpl04xgo
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/bee-health
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/bee-health
https://apinz.org.nz/the-new-zealand-beekeeper-journal-online/
https://apinz.org.nz/nz-beekeeper-signup/
https://www.rnz.co.nz/national/programmes/checkpoint/audio/2018981729/manuka-honey-business-on-us-tariff-announcement
https://www.rnz.co.nz/national/programmes/checkpoint/audio/2018981729/manuka-honey-business-on-us-tariff-announcement
https://nelsonapp.co.nz/news/articles/67fdbed0fd580402afdbecf6
https://www.thepost.co.nz/business/360647020/manuka-honey-glut-over-trade-wars-could-be-sour-beekeepers
https://www.thepost.co.nz/business/360647020/manuka-honey-glut-over-trade-wars-could-be-sour-beekeepers
https://www.thepost.co.nz/


Other News and websites 

to check out. 
Bee-autiful honey harvest in the Bay of Plenty 

How did honeybees get to New Zealand 

New pollen-replacing food for honeybees brings 

hope for survival 

Science is giving beekeepers a better way to fight 

colony collapse 

On The Up: Strong season for Bay of Plenty honey 

harvest 

Dr. Mahsa McCauley: Advancing Beekeeping with AI 

at North Carolina A&T 

Egmont Honey founder says Huatai stake means 

growth, new jobs 

Warning issued to anyone buying honey at 

supermarkets 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to all 

contributors of the 

Newsletter 

Financial Statement 

 

 

Thanks to our sponsors for their support of the Honey Competition at Whangarei Bee Club: 

Beequip  Golden Bay Cement  NZBeeswax  PGG 

Farmlands  Mattersville   Ecrotek 

 

 

Call for contributions 

All you budding writers out there, we are looking 

for contributions to the monthly newsletter. It can 

be a one-off article or an ongoing piece. If you 

have something to add, then please email it to 

wbccommunication@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 
 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__apinz.us3.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3Ddfc9bc102b10a4fca45b59bc8-26id-3D5fbe661a36-26e-3D3a6dc2edaf&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=CQ_D_x6Or9OOLCr2VMgfPTVDDPqpco-rZuMtOj0lycFSawLrsTAKmdZk9omBJKUL&m=mmKcYmB0zQzD-iXVHvhNUGYKzzzbWv4flAMl6lmaKYNjvKqWHC5mm9z2eLB-CVhs&s=LqoPRSaURWzMmwy5EnTJkY20SEXElDJF_Rw-8WO8uV0&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__apinz.us3.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3Ddfc9bc102b10a4fca45b59bc8-26id-3D2b5ca0e454-26e-3D3a6dc2edaf&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=CQ_D_x6Or9OOLCr2VMgfPTVDDPqpco-rZuMtOj0lycFSawLrsTAKmdZk9omBJKUL&m=mmKcYmB0zQzD-iXVHvhNUGYKzzzbWv4flAMl6lmaKYNjvKqWHC5mm9z2eLB-CVhs&s=XRaoFtozLEYx0Q2RDS0cbKfpOX7M4l9Eu22tSOQkM_0&e=
https://phys.org/news/2025-04-pollen-food-honey-bees-survival.html
https://phys.org/news/2025-04-pollen-food-honey-bees-survival.html
https://www.earth.com/news/science-is-giving-beekeepers-a-better-way-to-fight-colony-collapse/
https://www.earth.com/news/science-is-giving-beekeepers-a-better-way-to-fight-colony-collapse/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/the-country/news/strong-season-for-bay-of-plenty-honey-harvest/5THLH35LHJCSPCSWC7X3ZTJXBY/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/the-country/news/strong-season-for-bay-of-plenty-honey-harvest/5THLH35LHJCSPCSWC7X3ZTJXBY/
https://nztech.org.nz/2025/04/22/dr-mahsa-mccauley-advancing-beekeeping-with-ai-at-north-carolina-at/
https://nztech.org.nz/2025/04/22/dr-mahsa-mccauley-advancing-beekeeping-with-ai-at-north-carolina-at/
https://www.thepost.co.nz/business/360657846/egmont-honey-founder-says-huatai-stake-means-growth-new-jobs
https://www.thepost.co.nz/business/360657846/egmont-honey-founder-says-huatai-stake-means-growth-new-jobs
https://www.express.co.uk/life-style/food/2046411/warning-issued-anyone-buying-honey
https://www.express.co.uk/life-style/food/2046411/warning-issued-anyone-buying-honey
https://www.beequip.nz/
https://www.goldenbay.co.nz/
https://beeswax.co.nz/
https://www.pggwrightson.co.nz/Products/Product-Category/Horticultural-products/Apiculture-bee-keeping
https://www.farmlands.co.nz/
https://mattersville.co.nz/
https://www.ecrotek.co.nz/
mailto:wbccommunication@gmail.com

