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Upcoming Events and Notices 

This Club Day: 2nd November   Next Club Day: 7th December 

Whareora Hall 10.00am 
What to bring:  

• Your Membership card to show at the door 

• Cash for the produce table, produce for the produce table 

• Library books you have borrowed  

• Bee suit (Club has some for members to use also) 

Directions: From SH1, turn off to Kensington. Turn left onto Mill Road, then right at Whareora 

Road. Keep on this road until it joins Pataua North Road and continue for a few more minutes. 

The hall is on the right. Please do not park on the road, use the paddock adjacent to the Hall 

when the car park is full. 

November Club Day is Open Day! 

Please promote the open day to everyone in your 

community – ALL WELCOME! 

Would members please come from 8.30am to 

help set up.  

Food vouchers are available for members to 

purchase food from the food truck, these will be 

issued at the door on presentation of your 

membership card. 

Monthly Newsletter 

Issue: 235 November 2024 

Club Day Duty Roster 

Set Up Hall From 9am Sue & Lorna 

Set up in Kitchen 9am & Set up Lunch  Help needed 

Wash up Kitchen from Lunch Help needed 

Pack up / Clean Hall From 12-30 Help needed 

 

All these jobs are easy and require very little time and effort, please sign up on 

the roster at Club Day. A big “THANK YOU” for your help. 

 



 

  

News from last Club Day 

 

 

 

Marking Queen Bees 

The international colour code:- 

• White. For the years ending with a 1 or 6 

• Yellow. For the years ending with a 2 or 7 

• Red. For the years ending with a 3 or 8 

• Green. For the years ending with a 4 or 9 

• Blue. For the years ending with a 5 or 0 

The queen marking colour scheme (e.g. 2024 

green) was clearly designed for the Northern 

hemisphere, where winter separates the years. 

In the Southern hemisphere, it means that we 

get the same colour for overwintered and Spring 

queens. 

 

Video Link How 

to Find And Mark 

a Queen Bee 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C69OJ59N3i0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C69OJ59N3i0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C69OJ59N3i0


  

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

NZ scientists hope to end AFB, a devastating 

bee disease 

Scientists are working on an innovative new 

method to limit the spread of American 

Foulbrood, a pathogen feared by New 

Zealand beekeepers. 

The team at the University of Canterbury hope 

to use viruses called “phages” to kill the 

bacteria linked to the disease, which infects 

bee larvae. 

If achieved, it would be a significant 

breakthrough. American Foulbrood, or AFB, 

has been in New Zealand for more than 100 

years and is a big problem for our honey 

industry. 

 

Honey industry still in a sticky situation 

As boom fades, Mānuka testing regimen has 

drastically cut earnings, leading beekeeper 

says. 

The end of the Kiwi honey boom and changes 

to Mānuka honey testing have left the honey 

industry struggling and frustrated. 

Beekeeper of 26 years Steve Wooton has seen 

the industry go through highs and lows and said 

the past four years have been the toughest. 

FRAME CLEANING 

Tai’s Frame Cleaning Service $1.50 per 

frame. For more info contact Tai Pullen 

020 415 815 64  

taipullen9@gmail.com 

516 State Highway 1 Otaika Whangārei 

New Zealand Mānuka Honey Day 

4 November is New Zealand Mānuka Honey Day. 

 

To honour this year’s Mānuka Honey Day, the 

UMF Honey Association is launching the Mānuka 

Mastery Programme, a short, engaging video 

course designed for consumers and businesses 

alike to deepen their knowledge of this incredible 

health food. Explore the course here. Read 

the press release here for more information. 

Hive ware For Sale 

The Club has full depth and ¾ depth 

boxes with plastic frames for members to 

purchase. Speak to one of the committee 

members if you are interested. 

 

Hives For Sale 

Mike Fox will have nucs available. If 

interested get in touch with Mike  

Ph: 0211651283 

https://www.1news.co.nz/2024/05/18/nz-scientists-hope-to-end-afb-a-devastating-bee-disease/
https://www.1news.co.nz/2024/05/18/nz-scientists-hope-to-end-afb-a-devastating-bee-disease/
https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/news/honey-industry-still-in-a-sticky-situation/
mailto:taipullen9@gmail.com
mailto:taipullen9@gmail.com
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__apinz.us3.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3Ddfc9bc102b10a4fca45b59bc8-26id-3D8f622556bc-26e-3D3a6dc2edaf&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=CQ_D_x6Or9OOLCr2VMgfPTVDDPqpco-rZuMtOj0lycFSawLrsTAKmdZk9omBJKUL&m=XO2PkCgQnQHrclkJ7tbeHzTTCyG7pF7QUEg0SGAIgPy41DOl4P7-dVW1ZLz1ybqK&s=tTor5bf3djT9of8_64xSy3Oaqwk_-r9No6JmZFjAY74&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__apinz.us3.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3Ddfc9bc102b10a4fca45b59bc8-26id-3Dc1b2416011-26e-3D3a6dc2edaf&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=CQ_D_x6Or9OOLCr2VMgfPTVDDPqpco-rZuMtOj0lycFSawLrsTAKmdZk9omBJKUL&m=XO2PkCgQnQHrclkJ7tbeHzTTCyG7pF7QUEg0SGAIgPy41DOl4P7-dVW1ZLz1ybqK&s=BnKd83QDY8aylZSQph-EHXwGwwAZMZCPSs1cNxYdcg0&e=


Other News and websites 

to check out 
International retailers to get a taste of why NZ 

mānuka honey is so remarkable 

Garden with aisles, shelves and checkout stocked 

with flowers to feed bees 

Fighting antibiotic resistance 

Sweet deal for honey exporters 

Can Mushrooms Save the Bees? - Paul Stamets 

Solutions Underfoot: How Paul Stamets is Using 

Mushrooms to Save the Bees 

Bee biosecurity resources 

8 Sweet Honey Bee Facts You Should Know 

Pioneering robot system enables 24/7 monitoring of 

honeybee behavior 

 

 

Thanks to all 

contributors of the 

Newsletter 

Financial Statement 

 

 

Thanks to our sponsors for their support of the Honey Competition at Whangarei Bee Club: 

Beequip  Golden Bay Cement  NZBeeswax  PGG 

Farmlands  Mattersville   Ecrotek 

 

 

Call for contributions 

All you budding writers out there, we are looking 

for contributions to the monthly newsletter. It can 

be a one-off article or an ongoing piece. If you 

have something to add, then please email it to 

wbccommunication@gmail.com 
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